Effect of maternal asthma on performance of parenting tasks and children's school attendance.
We evaluated the effects of maternal asthma on specific parameters of family function including the children's school attendance and mother's performance of basic parenting tasks. A case-controlled study of mothers with asthma (MA; n = 24) with children under the age of 13 and matched mothers without asthma (CM; n = 27) was performed. Children of mothers with asthma had a significantly impaired ability to attend school compared to children of control mothers (odds ratio = 15, 95% CI). Twenty-two percent of MA reported that their asthma caused their children to miss school at least once per month. In addition, 27% of MA reported that their children were regularly late for school because of the mother's asthma. Only 5% of the control mothers reported that their health caused their children to miss school, and none reported lateness. Asthma also impaired the ability of the MA to perform basic parenting tasks such as dressing children and preparing meals for children. These adverse effects of parental asthma on children's school attendance and parenting represent previously unappreciated indirect costs of asthma and may have immediate as well as future consequences.